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HOME SUCCESS STORY 
California 

Affirmed Housing Group 
Headquartered in San Diego, Affirmed Housing Group (Affirmed) is dedicated to enhancing communities in 

California and the environment by building dynamic, professionally-managed, high-quality, green, 

multifamily housing. Affirmed’s areas of expertise include site selection, engineering, architecture, 

construction, relocation, and marketing.  

Affirmed Housing also has extensive knowledge of public finance, Low-Income Housing Tax Credit 

acquisition, and tax-exempt bond financing. The organization has demonstrated excellence both in the 

construction of new multifamily apartment communities and the rehabilitation of existing family and senior 

apartment projects in urban and suburban settings. The Affirmed team is devoted to building well-designed, 

sustainable housing that creates a quality environment for residents and enhances the surrounding 

neighborhood.  

Project Independence 
Like many communities across the country, Murrieta, California struggles to provide affordable 

rental housing for its low-income residents. To help address this shortage, Affirmed partnered 

with the City of Murrieta and the County of Riverside to develop Monte Vista II, a 40-unit, second-

generation, affordable rental housing development. Monte Vista II serves as an addition to the 

original, 64-unit, Monte Vista Apartments, located immediately north of the project site. 

Completed by Affirmed in 2005, Monte Vista II was designed to blend seamlessly with the 

original development. The two-acre site is conveniently located within 

walking distance to a public park, school, public transit, and numerous 

public amenities. Residents also enjoy on-site garden plots, covered tot 

lot, computer room, and numerous critical services, including computer 

skills courses, after-school programs, and more. With drought-tolerant 

landscaping and other green features, Monte Vista II is a high-scoring 

Build It Green community. 

To develop the $10.4 million Monte Vista II project, the County of 

Riverside provided nearly $1 million in HOME Investment Partnerships 

(HOME) funds as critical gap financing, solidifying the project’s ability to 

be completed. The City of Murrieta donated the land site, as well as 

substantial financing. With these investments, Affirmed would not have 

been able to bring Monte Vista II to fruition. 

As James Silverwood, President of Affirmed, explained, “Monte Vista II 

enabled the City of Murrieta to produce additional affordable housing 

below the cost of a new stand-alone development. This strategy was a 

win-win for all involved—from residents to taxpayers.”  
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PROJECT 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Location: Bluefield 
 

Project: Rural 
Homebuyer Assistance 
 

HOME: $103,000 
 

Total Cost: $141,000 
 

Other Federal: N/A 
 

Units: 1 
 

District: WV-03 

HOME SUCCESS STORY 
West Virginia 

West Virginia Housing Development Fund  
The West Virginia Housing Development Fund (WVHDF) is a public body corporate established by the state 

of West Virginia to increase the supply of residential housing for persons and families with low and 

moderate incomes and to provide construction and permanent mortgage financing to public and private 

sponsors of such housing. Since 1969, WVHDF has issued more than $4.3 billion in bonds and has 

financed more than 118,000 affordable housing units. 

HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) funds have been used to expand the supply of decent, safe, 

sanitary, and affordable housing in West Virginia and to strengthen the abilities of the state and local 

governments to provide housing for those in need. 

The Blankenship Family 
Ms. Nancy Jo Blankenship needed a new place to live. “I opened the door and a snake slithered 

into my living room,” she said during an interview at her new home on Highland Avenue in rural 

Bluefield, West Virginia. Three weeks later, she came home from church to find dead snakes in 

her bathtub. 

Snakes were just one of many problems Ms. Blankenship faced. The floor was rotting away and 

persistent mold had become an issue. Ms. Blankenship, who works at Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church, had to do something, but she never thought that homeownership would be a realistic 

option. Then, she heard about Community Action of South Eastern West Virginia (CASE), a 

community action agency that helps low-income individuals find 

affordable housing. When she contacted CASE, she learned about a 

new home that they were building that would soon be for sale. 

CASE’s homeownership program helped Ms. Blankenship secure the 

low-cost financing she needed to buy her home. WVHDF provided 

$103,000 in HOME funds to help offset the cost of construction and 

provided Ms. Blankenship with a $12,000 deferred mortgage loan. 

CASE used Community Housing Development Organization (CDHO) 

proceeds to cover the remaining expenses. 

Ms. Blankenship is thankful for the partnership between CASE and 

WVHDF that provided her a clean, safe, and affordable home. 


